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Keizan-zenji and Women
by Ryushin Azuma
President of Komazawa Women’s University
D. Lit

I would like to talk about “Keizan-zenji and Women". As you know, Keizan-
zenji is a Zen-priest who lived from the middle of the 13th Century to the first
half of the 14th Century, namely the last part of the Kamakura Period, Keizan-
zenji is the fourth patriarch who follows Dogen-zen;ji(1200-1253).

In Japanese history, Dogen-zenji was one of the most excellent religionist, an
acute philosopher and a merciful teacher. Moreover he had abundant knowledge
of literature. His attitude of Zen is to clarify the essence of Chinese Zen Bud-
dhism and to confirm the tradition of the right Buddhism. He succeeded to Soto-
Zen in the Chinese Zen Buddhism, and founded Eiheiji in Fukui-prefecture. Now
he is admired as the “Koso”(Founder). His noble character and his universal
philosophy have world-wide significance beyond the stereotyped -thinking of
Buddhism and Zen.

prefecture. This temple was moved to Kanagawa prefecture in the Meiji-Period.
We admire as him “Taiso” of Japanese Soto-Zen. Keizan-zenji succeeded to the
dharma of Dogen-zenji, propagated and developed the Soto-Zen. I can point this
out through many ways but in this lecture I want to introduce his view of women
and his relationship with women .

Before talking about it,I would like to begin with the same problem in Dogen-
zenji. Dogen-zenji wrote the chapter of “Raihaitokuzui” in the “Shobogenzo™ in
Kyoto in 1239. In this chapter he denied the predominance of man over woman
in the world of Buddhism at that time and advocated the equality between sexes
in the Buddhist practice. He says as follows in the “Shobogenzo”,

“In Japan there is a ridiculous thing. There is a place called “Kekkai” or “Dojo
of Mahayana” where women cannot enter. Though it is a long standing custom,
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people never think about its origin.”

In this way Dogen-zenji criticized Japanese (raditional Buddhism. In those days
the famous temples, for example, Hieizan, Koyasan, Kinpozan and Todaiji, had
the place of “Kekkai” or “Dojo”.

Dogen-zenji says “The extremely foolish people think that women are the ob-
ject of sexal desire. But what kind of faults do women have? Are there any rea-
sons why men are noble?”. And he says, “Don’t be concerned with the differ-
ences between men and women. This is the basic principle of supreme law of
Buddhism.”

Dogen-zenji shows his attitude as follows, “The acquisition of the essence of
Buddha dharma and the succession of it is owed to the faithful mind based on the
true enlightenment. This comes from neither inside or outside. It is important to
regard dharma very highly and to make light of life.”

Thus Dogen-zenji thinks highly with respect to free ourselves from wordly
concerns. In his experiences of dharma this thought summerizes his view of
women, namely “Don’t be concerned with the differences between men and
women. This is a basic principle of the supreme law of Buddhism.”

This view of women is not only estimated highly as an excellent thought in the
history of Japanese Buddhism but also as the insistence of the dignity of men’s
and women’s character ever before the Renaissance and Martin Luther’s time.

Among people who smdied dharma and Zen under Dogen-zenji, we can con-
firm that there were some nuns and women believers from historical sources.
But it was by Keizan-zenji that it was firmly established.

The Keizan-zenji’s view of women is clarified by the following words. “So
New believers and followers!, fortunately you succeed to what Sakyamuni-Bud-
dha did as a Buddhist. Why do you desire what the masses want? In any case,
you must be free from all illusions of kinds of classification between even right
and wrong and of the distinction between men and women.”

This passage is cited from the chapter of the 41th patriarch Go-Doan-Daishi in
the “Denkoroku” of Keizan-zenji. In this passage Keizan-zenji shows that Bud-
dhist must be free from the idea of discrimination between men and women. We
can understand that this succeeds from Dogen-zenji’s thought. Since Keizan-
zenji is the follower of Dogen-zenji, this similarity is natural. But it is important
that we comfirm the same attitude between Dogen-zenji and Keisan-zenji. As
Nyojo-zenji, not well known in the Chinese Zen Buddhism, had increased to
shine through Dogen-zenji, so founder’s teachings must be developed by his
followers.

The family of Sakawa who was the lord of a manor embraced Keizan-zenji.
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{hat these views were buried in the ground of the general tendency of male chau-
vinism.

But in this century the material civilization and the scientific technology have
ruled our world. We have pursued a more the convenient life and realization of
our self-desire. Now we are convinced of the limit of our civilization. Therefore
it is necessary to enlighten on human beings themselves. It must be questioned
what a human being are ,or what our life is. We can say that the 21st century is
the time of human life. When we ask and observe human beings, the problems of
men and women, namely what are men and women?, must be argued. Because
men and women are human beings. I think that the view of women from Dogen-
zenji and Keizan-zenji gives us important insights, when we consider our funda-
mental selves.

_

In 1995 and 1997, I visited about twenty places in America,incluing seven Zen
Centers which Maezumi Hakuyu Roshi founded. This visit was in respose to the
request of Maezumi Roshi. Then T lectured about “Keizan-zenji and Women’ in
Los Angels Zen Center (Busshinji), Zen Mountain Monastery(Doshinji), Kanzeon
Sangha Zen Center(Hoshinji), Zen Comunity of Oregon(Jizoin) and San Fracisco
Zen Center.

This pamphlet is translated by Y.Ando, Assistant professor of Komazawa
Women’s University, and printed and offered by Kuroda Bushi Roshi, Yokohama
Zenkoji.

1998 Jan. Ryushin Azuma
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They donated the land and a temple in 1319, This temple is Yokoji. The women
of the family especially embraced. For example Shozen and Mokufu-Sonin,
mother and daughter renounced the world and later because the disciples of
Keizan-zenji. Keizan-zenji referred Shozen as “shikoh” which is the proper title
and made her the chief priest of Zokeian. It was the first appearance of a woman
chief priest in Sotoshu.

Then Keizan-zenji ordained Sonin the chief priest in Enzuin which was the
temple in the grounds of Yokoji. Enzuin was not only built in order to hold a
memorial service in honor of grandmother but also was the dojo to realize the
earnest wish of Keizan-zenji's mother. Moreover this temple was the dojo where
Keizan-zenji propagated Buddhism and hoped to save people.

In addition to that Mokufu-Sonin was ordained as the chief priest in Hooji.

Meisho-Enkan was the cousin of Keizan-zenji, became a disciple of Keizan-
zenji and she became the chief priest in Enzuin after Mokufu-Sonin.

Konto-Ekyo became a disciple, devoted herself to practicing Zazen every day,
and then she succeeded to Keizan-zenji.

In many sources we can find the names of nuns, such as En’i, Shinmyo, Shinsho,
Jonin, Ninkai and Myoshin and more.

In this way, Keizan-zenji made women believers nung, ordained them a chief
priests and regarded them as successors. Keizan-zenji himself grew up under the
deep faith of Avalokitesvara (Kannon) of his grandmother and mother. His back-
ground seemed to form his view of women. Keizan-zenji stated in the “Tohkokuki”
that the relationship of Mokufu-Sonin and he are that of a priest and a donner or
a master and a disciple who cannot be separated like magnet and iron.

We can find the dialogue between Keizan-zenji and Mokufu-Sonin as follows
in the writing.

1 (Keizan-zenji) ask Sonin “This year is almost gone and another new year will
come. So how about your religious life?” .

Sonin answers *“In the branches of the tree without shadow (This branch means
eternal life) is there any kind of time (which is not separated and has no begin-
ning or end)?”

This is the first excellent answer given by Sonin.

In this dialogue we can see Sonin's earnest mind to Buddha-dharma, Keizan-
zenji’s deep trust in Sonin, the bondage between master and disciple, and the
spirit of harmony between priest and believer.

The prominent view of women established in Dogen-zenji and Keizan-zenji
and the development of Buddhism with women based on their views did not
necessarily succeed properly in the history of Japanese Sotoshu. It is regrettable
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